
The Stewart Amendment and its Progeny 

 

3. Changes in Faculty Size and the Status of Departments and Programs 

3.1: The Educational Policy Committee has the responsibility of making recommendations to the 

Faculty for changes in the total Faculty size and for the creation, elimination, or reorganization 

of departments and programs. If approved by the Faculty, such recommendations shall be 

forwarded to the President for approval by the Board of Trustees. Deliberations in each of these 

areas will be governed by the following rules, which incorporate Faculty resolutions passed on 

May 9, 1974, October 8, 1974, and December 11, 1979:  

3.1.a: Decisions concerning the size of the Faculty and the disciplines to be represented therein 

are judgments having unusually important consequences for the College. Therefore, any formal 

inquiry to be undertaken by the EPC into these issues must first be approved by the Faculty, and 

normally a motion to change the size of the Faculty may be brought to the Faculty for a vote only 

after the Faculty has voted at a previous meeting to authorize the EPC to conduct such a formal 

inquiry. (Amended April 11, 1995) 

3.1.b: If such an inquiry might lead to the discontinuation or reorganization of a department or 

program, the department's chair or the program's director shall be given reasonable opportunity 

before Faculty approval is sought to present to the Committee a statement in behalf of the 

department or program, which statement may argue the case against the undertaking of any 

formal inquiry. 

3.1.c: If Faculty approval is granted for a formal inquiry, the chair or director involved shall be 

given reasonable opportunity to participate in all phases of the inquiry. 

3.1.d: While the Faculty delegates to the Educational Policy Committee the responsibility for 

advising the Dean of the Faculty about routine adjustments in the staffing of individual 

departments or programs, any recommendations for overall changes in the size of the Faculty, or 

for (other) substantial changes in the educational policy of the College, must be approved by the 

Faculty. 


