
 

 

From: Joe DiChristina, VP for Student Affairs 

To: The Board of Trustees 

January 28, 2020 

 

Information concerning sanctions to two fraternities at Trinity College   

 The college has completed a two-month investigation of a serious physical and verbal 

altercation between members of St. Anthony Hall and Alpha Delta Phi (AD).  

 The incident took place on November 9, 2019, between the hours of 4 a.m. and 5 a.m. It was 

captured on video by a Trinity College camera. The altercation involved 24 students, all but 

two of whom are members of the two fraternities. 

 After a thorough review and administrative hearings with the executive boards of the 

fraternities, both organizations have been found responsible for the altercation and are being 

sanctioned for their actions. The executive boards of the two fraternities were notified of 

these sanctions on January 28 and have five business days during which to decide whether to 

appeal the decisions.  

 

St. Anthony Hall sanctions 

 The sanction for St. Anthony Hall is a one-semester censure, during which the fraternity will 

not be able to recruit new members nor hold socials. The censure is in effect from January 28 

until the start of the fall semester, September 8. 

 To lift the censure, the fraternity must complete a membership review and its members must 

attend educational workshops focused on student health and safety and organizational 

governance.  

 

Alpha Delta Phi sanctions 

 The sanction for AD is a 4-semester suspension (January 28, 2020-January 5, 2022) of all 

fraternity-related activities, including the recruitment of new members and hosting of socials 

or other activities in its house or any other site. The organization’s dining hall will be closed 

during the suspension period. 

 To lift the suspension, the fraternity must comply with all the disciplinary terms of the 

suspension that have been specified to AD. 

 

Rationale and Next Steps 

 The differential in sanctions between the two fraternities stems from their differing 

disciplinary histories over the past four years: AD has had significant conduct violations 

during this time period while St. Anthony Hall has not.  

 Should either organization choose to appeal the decision, the appeal(s) would be. heard by a 

board of two students from the Honor Council and one faculty member from the Jury Pool. 

Appeal decisions are final. A message informing the campus community will be sent at the 

conclusion of the appeal period or process. 

 The college is committed to helping both organizations return to full operational status. In 

neither case has it chosen to “derecognize” the fraternity. We believe that Greek life is a 

positive and integral part of our community (as evidenced in part by the addition of two new 

sororities over the past three years). We will continue to work with AD members and alumni 

in particular to help ensure that fraternity’s ability to emerge successfully from the suspension 

period.   

 At the same time, we have to ensure the safety of all of our students, and we are extremely 

fortunate that this extended altercation did not result in any serious or lasting physical harm to 

the students involved. 


